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REGIONAL SOCIAL HISTORY MUSEUM, BUNBURY 
Grievance 

MR A.J. DEAN (Bunbury) [9.54 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Culture and the Arts and 
concerns the proposal to develop a regional social history museum in my electorate of Bunbury.  The Labor 
Party included the development of this initiative in its Bunbury 2020 policy, and it took that to the 2001 state 
election.  It was noted in the Bunbury 2020 policy that this initiative had been under consideration for years.  
The council has a standing committee dedicated to this end, and that has existed for well over a decade.  I take 
this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work of many individuals within the community and the support for 
this project of many organisations. 

Labor pledged to provide $1 million in funding towards the project, and it honoured that commitment in its first 
budget in 2001-02.  Although this funding is most welcome, the project requires some additional commitments if 
it is to be successful.  The first is that the museum must be given the same status as other regional museums in 
Albany, Kalgoorlie and Geraldton by being made a regional branch of the Western Australian Museum.  By 
giving the Bunbury museum the status of a regional branch of the Western Australian Museum, it is likely that 
its attraction to visitors will be enhanced, as will be its ability to attract special displays and collections.  The 
Bunbury museum will also have access to the networks of historians and curators of the Western Australian 
Museum.  It is likely that operating costs could also be minimised if the Bunbury museum was a regional branch 
of the Western Australian Museum.  This would allow greater expenditure on displays and acquisitions. 

In the 1974-75 annual report of the Western Australian Museum, it was noted that the proposed establishment of 
a regional museum in Albany was the first step in the policy of the museum trustees establishing museum 
branches in country areas.  It was also noted that approval had been given for the establishment of museum 
branches in Kalgoorlie and Geraldton as funds became available.  Bunbury is the largest regional centre outside 
Perth and the major population centre of the south west region.  It is appropriate that the Western Australian 
Museum locate a regional museum branch in this region.   

The second commitment required, which logically follows, is additional funding to the Western Australian 
Museum for ongoing running costs once the Bunbury museum is established.  In 1975-76 Albany faced a similar 
situation.  Strong community interest drove the establishment of the Albany museum, as has been the case in 
Bunbury in recent years.  However, additional funds were sought by the Western Australian Museum in 1975-76 
when it was evident that there would be insufficient funds to open, maintain and staff the Old Gaol Museum in 
Albany.   

The $1 million that has already been committed must be reserved for capital expenditure in establishing this 
museum.  Separate funding for the ongoing operating costs of the Bunbury museum must then be allocated to the 
Western Australian Museum.  If the Bunbury museum is left to operate as an independent entity, the existing 
$1 million in funding allocated to both establishment and ongoing operating costs will severely limit the overall 
scale of the museum.  It is unfortunate that this project is essentially in limbo because of the funding situation.  
Unless the situation is resolved, it is difficult to see this project progressing in the near future and a meaningful 
and viable museum being established.  That would be a waste of the hard work of many individuals and the 
goodwill within the community.  At this point I make special mention of Bernard Bischoff and Snookie Manea, 
in particular, and Dr Manea, who have been driving this project over the past decade.  It would further set back 
the establishment of a valuable community and educational resource, thereby making it harder for the rich 
history of Bunbury and the south west to be preserved and the stories of our ancestors told to future generations. 

The establishment of a Bunbury regional social history museum as a branch of the Western Australian Museum 
would be an important project for the south west - much more important than belltowers or other monuments.  
However, it must be done properly.  The commitments that I have outlined to the minister are necessary if this is 
to be achieved.  

MS S.M. McHALE (Thornlie - Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.59 am]:  I thank the member for Bunbury 
for his interest in the arts and particularly for his interest in the development of this museum.  I congratulate him 
for recognising that culture and the arts are vital to a healthy community.  He has recognised that access to 
cultural facilities and programs position Bunbury as a place in which people would want to work, do business 
and visit. 
I will elaborate on what the member for Bunbury has said and give a bit of background to this matter.  The 
Government, when in opposition, committed $1 million of the budget appropriation of the Department of Culture 
and the Arts over two years for the development of a social history museum in Bunbury.  I am advised that the 
commitment of those funds arose out of a request for funds for a regional centenary museum in Bunbury that we 
received from the City of Bunbury when we were in opposition.  I acknowledge the work that the now member 
for Bunbury did to secure that commitment from the Government when it was in opposition. 
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As the member correctly said, the project has been on the drawing board for quite a number of years and had 
been costed initially at around $3.45 million.  Our commitment of $1 million, therefore, was just under a third of 
the cost of the capital infrastructure requirements of the museum.  I am delighted that we as a Government have 
delivered on that commitment to Bunbury and made that agreed $1 million funding available for the project.  I 
am also advised that the City of Bunbury has been considering a range of alternative options for the development 
of the museum.  The city has recently undertaken to commission a consultant to assist in the selection of the best 
option. 
Museums in the twenty-first century are very different from what they were 20 to 30 years ago.  The State 
Government is actively supporting the city in its efforts to decide what it wants in a regional history museum in 
Bunbury.  The Department of Culture and the Arts has advocated that the city take advantage of current 
technologies, including online technology, to promote the region’s collection to a global audience.  The 
department has also strongly advocated that the built component of the online museum be integrated with one or 
more of the capital works projects being planned by the City of Bunbury, such as the Bunbury Public Library, 
the Bunbury Regional Art Galleries and the creation of a new tourist information centre.  The virtue of an 
integrated approach, which will harness modern technology, is self-evident both in the potential capability to 
reach a national and international audience and in its cost-effectiveness. 
The City of Bunbury and its supporters and the member for Bunbury have been campaigning for some years for 
a branch of the Western Australian Museum to be established in Bunbury to the same scale as the Western 
Australian Museum-Geraldton.  I want to make it clear that considerable resources are allocated to the branches 
of the Western Australian Museum and that there is a limit to those resources.  I commend the member for 
proposing that we consider Bunbury as part of the regional network.  I must say though that I am not in a 
position at this stage of the financial cycle to commit to additional recurrent financial resources for the Bunbury 
museum, but I can commit to the museum’s significant expertise.  Like the member, I am very keen to see this 
project develop.  Like him, I am also disappointed that two years later the city has not yet resolved the overall 
concept of the museum.  However, I assure the member and the City of Bunbury of the Government’s 
commitment to the museum’s significant expertise.  The museum has had extensive discussions with the city and 
has provided information and advisory services through the museum assistance program.  In addition, the 
museum link program is producing an increasing number of purpose-built exhibitions for touring around the 
State.  Assistance provided to Bunbury has included advice on planning approaches to enable the city to 
undertake the complex process of determining the scale and scope of a feasible museum.  The museum is also 
exploring options for developing regional alliances to base extension officers in regional centres, which will 
further strengthen the availability of services to regional, rural and remote communities 
Therefore, the Western Australian Museum and the Department of Culture and the Arts are continuing to support 
the City of Bunbury in its decision-making process on the proposed museum.  I commend the city for its recent 
decision to take leadership of the process and to determine the forum, function and location of a regional 
museum.  I look forward to seeing the outcome of that proposed planning and feasibility study.  I understand that 
the study will determine the scope, scale and feasibility of options for a regional museum and assess the potential 
to develop a combined facility with other cultural organisations.  The outcome of that study will feed into the 
firm proposal for the use of the $1 million committed by the Government towards the development of a museum 
in Bunbury. 
Like the member, I am keen to see the State’s commitment of $1 million fully applied as soon as possible.  It has 
been difficult for the city to determine just what it wants.  However, the member may recall that the museum’s 
original genesis was in a project valued at $3.45 million.  This Government’s contribution of $1 million to that 
project is very significant.  The Western Australian Museum’s resources are absolutely available to assist in 
determining the scope and development of the museum and its capacity for exhibitions and to assist with 
ongoing support.  The member, therefore, can take the message to the City of Bunbury that that partnership will 
continue. 
The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


